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The Effects of the Transfer of Central
Political Power on the Local Factions:
A Case Study of Chang-hua County

Ching-cheng Tu’

Abstract

In the year 2000, the first transfer of central political power in Tai-
wan, had a deep impact on and influenced not only the regional factions
which had used to rely on the Kuo-Ming-Tang (KMT), but also had a
bearing on the new government claimed by the Democratic Progressive
Party (DPP). The point of view on local politics has changed.

Local factions in Chang-hua County cannot depart from this impact
either. The Hong-pai (red-faction) and the Bai-pai (white faction) the
two main faction’s influence in Chang-hua County has been reduced.
These two factions used to provide strong mobilizational ability in the said
county.Due to fact that the regime they once served, did not continue to
exist over a long period of time. A severe shortage of mobilization forced
the Hong-pai and the Bai-pai to departmentalize their organizations and to
individualize the mobilization.

The research for this paper discovered that Chang-hua County has no
comprehensive influence over regional factions at present, because politi-
cians progressively have no collective spirit to identify with a particular
faction. However, in order to win a local election victory or to strive for
the allotment of abundant political and financial resources, politicians fre-
quently tried to forge alliances. This has been brought about to dissolve

the boundaries between factions, and factions are being pushed further

+ Master, Graduate Institute of Political Science, National Chung-Cheng University. The au-
thor is served in Taiwan Daily News.
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out. Also, disruptions in the KMT in the past years, encourage them to
establish party member’s and the regional faction’s identities. In other
words, the disagreement among the KMT has decreased, while increasing
within the DPP.

As the DPP won the presidential election, cabinets not only master
the authority of lower level governmental administration, but also step in
on administrative matters. Competition and inconsistent policies between
cabinets and regional factions gradually became more drastic. It is diffi-

cult to get away from the disagreement as the DPP won the election.

Keywords: the transfer of political power, KMT, DPP, local factions,
Hong-pai (red-faction), Bai-pai (white-faction)
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