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A Re-examination of the Factional Substitution
Policy of the KMT in the 1970s: Factors that
Contributed to the Rise of the Outside of KMT
in 1977

Ka-tik Tan"

Abstract

The Taiwan Provincial Council is the subject of this study. Based on the KMT's
nomination strategy and election results in the two provincial councilor elections in
1972 and 1977, it revisits and revises the KMT's factional substitution policy of the
1970s.

During the 1972 local elections, the KMT aggressively promoted factional re-
placement in the election of magistrates, mayors, and Taiwan Provincial Councilors.
The KMT eliminated political figures with local factional backgrounds on a large
scale in the name of promoting young talents. With respect to the Taiwan Provincial
Councilors, the replacement was intended to eliminate Taiwan Provincial Coun-
cilors elected prior to 1968 in order to suppress the inter-county local faction that
existed in the Taiwan Provincial Council at the time. Most Taiwan Provincial Coun-
cilors who had served for more than two terms were not re-elected, thereby generat-
ing a significant generational shift in the makeup of Taiwan Provincial Council. The
KMT’s control over the Taiwan Provincial Council was thus strengthened. Despite
a significant reduction in mobilization power due to the KMT's suppression of local
factions, the party's political base was unaffected by the absence of a strong national

opposition at the time.

* Ph. D. Candidate, Graduate Institute of Taiwan History, National Chengchi University.



1970FRERBIRCRENBERER : FH1977FENEENRSR 143

During the 1977 local elections, the KMT continued to suppress local factions
while giving support to KMT members who had no factional background. The lo-
cal factions were no longer as effective as they had been during the local elections
in 1972. Except for a few counties and cities, no local factions abandoned the KMT,
and their capacity for mobilization improved. However, factions outside the party
successfully mobilized over 7% of new voters who had not voted previously. This
resulted in unprecedented setbacks for the KMT, including the defeat of several Tai-
wan provincial councilors from local factions. Taiwan has since formed an opposi-

tion capable of mobilizing the entire country.

Keywords: KMT ~ Taiwan Provincial Council ~ local factions ~ factional substitu-

tion policy ~ vote share by eligible voters






